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The American College of Surgeons was having a convention in
London, England in July 1914, As I was making surgery my special
interest in my profession, I decided to attend this convention,

It was open to anyone interested., My wife and I set sail on the

S. S. Canada for England. There were the usual entertainments on board;
the weather was fine; no one bhecame seasick. We landed at Liverpool
and took the train for London, It was the first time I had been in
England and I had the feeling of being in the home of my ancestors,
On arriving at Euston Statiocn, we took a cab for the Thackeray Hotel
opposite the British Museum., After visiting the Tower of London,

St. Paul's Cathedral, Buckingham Pal ace, the Parliament Buildings,
the Horse Guards, the various parks and other places of interest, I
attended the convention, We visited many cf the hospitals which I
had heard of for years, such as University Hospital:; St, Mary's,
Guy's; St, Peter's; St. Thomas across the Thames and others, We saw
operations done by English surgeons whose text books we had read. 1In
the evening, famous doctors gave talks on various subjects pertaining
to disease. It was all very intergsting.

Towards the end of July, angry talk was exchanged between Germany
and Austria. Before leaving London to go to Devonshire, the home
of my father's people, I went to Cook's and obtzined fifty dollars in
gold., When I asked at the hotel desk for my bill, the clerk, a red-
haired woman, demanded gold. I told her that I would pav in cheques
or nothing else, In reply, she said that she would not give me any
change which amounted to about seven dollars, but that she would send
it later, which she did.

On August lst, we took the train for Holsworthy, Devon, We passed
through Reading, which I was to visit at a later date. When we came
to Exeter, we had two or three hours to wait for the train to take us
to Holsworthy. This gave us a chance to visit Exester Cathedral, This
was a very old and interesting church, In the evening, we finally
arrived in Holsworthy and went to the Stanhope Hotel, For our supper
we had a special treat of Devonshire cream.- In the morning, we visited
the cemetery. We found head stones with the names of Wickett, Penhale,
Millman but no Curtis. After we reached home, we found that the Curtis
home was at a farm called "New Buildings" outside of Holsworthy,

The war nerves became worse, so we took the trazin for Liverpool
that night, At every station, scldiers were boarding the train after
bidding goodbye to their families, An order for general mobilization
had been issued, War had been declared, We reached Liverpool about
midnight and were able to boock at a hotel owned by the railroad, Many
sailings had been cancelled, the ships being used to transport troops
to France, After waiting three or four days in Liverpool, we were
told that the Teutonic would sail, After we boarded the ship, it lay
in the harbour for several days while waiting for the warships to
guide it across the submarine zone, At last, one svening we set sail,
and do you know, we went so fast to escape the Cerman submarines that
I became seasick, much to the amusement of my wife who was immune to
seasickness, We arrived home in due time, safe and sound.
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whole or part of the Division was sent to Aldershot for rifle prac-
tice. This was a twelve mile march and a misty day. It was well that
we had an ambulance in attendance for several men fell out, After we
returned, I was transferred to Mitchett Camp as M,O0, for a sniping
company. The officer in charge was a Major Lypton, We had to walk

a quarter of a mile for our meals, One morning 1 was called to see a
man (not a soldier) who had fallen intc a dezp ditch and lain there
all night. He was covered from head to foot with mud., I sent for

an ambulance which took him to the hospital at Reading, In a few
days, he died of pneumonia. An inquest was held and I was called as-
a medical witness, It was my first experience in an English court.
The Coroner was a very pleasant man, I was Jiven the regular doctor's
fee for my services,

After the snipers completed their training, I returned to Alder-
shot, While waiting to be posted, [ was put on duty at the Military
hospital in the venereal department. OUne dav, the chief surgeon,

Dr, Moon, asked me to assist him at an operation., When we finished,
he said that he would like me to be' on his staff, 1 went to the
superintendent of the hospital and told him of Dr, Moon's request.
This seemed to offend him and I was sent to Borden Camp as M.O, for
the South Africans instead, Here I was at home. The only difference
between the Canadians and the South Africans was that the latter had
an English accent,

The other M,0, with the South Africans was & Dr, Child, an Eng-
lishman. Dr. Child and I bought between us a second hand motor bike
with a side car attached. 1In order to start the mctor, we had to
push the car with a run, As Dr., Child was asthmatic, I had to start
the bike and he would ride the side car, One day the padre for the
South Africans asked me to take him tc an old castle situated on a
hill which was the highest point in Sussex, I told him I would be
glad to but since Dr, Child was part owner of the motor bike, I
wished that he would ask Dr., Child, The doctor said he would be
delighted to take the padre. The distance was sbout ten or twelve
miles. They started off. After a few miles they came to a place
where some men were mending the road with tar and Dr, Child ran into
a barrel of it. They came back very angry with each other. A few
days later, the padre asked me to take him to this castle, I told
him to get Dr, Child's permission first which he did, and we set off,
He rode in the side car which was fastened at the front by a small
rope fastened to the bike, The day was warm and I was rather sleepy.
We had gone five or six miles, when suddenly the side car tipped up
backwards and left the padre lying on his back on the road. I shall

never forget the expression on his face, He thought that I had done

it on purpose until it was explained to him that the rope holding the
side car to the motorbike had come loose. He foroave me and we reached
our destination at last but had to draa the bike between us up the
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steep hill to the castle, The name of the man > owned the castle,
an immense building, was Phillip-Stowe., He had made a fortune in
South Africa and bought the place which dated bhack to William the Con-
queror. His family was very friendly and gave us lunch with cider.
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I sent in my resignation because the venr was up and they had
all the doctors they wanted, On arriving at Ihackeray in London,
the same crowd who came ove n th duna w m began Lo come in -
Totten, Racey, Douglag o » Wzlson, W train for
Liverpool and bhoarded the ¢, 3. Maurctania wbter a delay of a few
days, we set sail and cam f ! Ao ; y again, The
sea was rough and we were =srasick bul we arrived at lLast in Montreal.,
My wife was there to meet ! hing h L ght 2 Maxwell
car and settled down to pick up mv prectice Pr. A,.C, had kept
everything as I had left it,

The Workmen's Compensation Roard had heen estahlished only a
short time, with headquarters in the wld Normal School building in
Toronto., Sam Price, a lawvor from Bt, Thowas, and a friend of mine
was the first president. My, L. W_. Millet L president of
the R.R.,H.,A, was on the cloims depariusn f ATy In March
of 1917, Mr., Miller came to St, Thom il as [ me Lo be a Medical
Officer for the Board at a =al fe "he offer was
an honour and 1 accepted. My work was Lo in he reports of the
doctors on accident victims dis >d while a ind their esti-
mates of the duration of the disability r an X-ray, so we
often had the claimant come in for an exam: ni ot and] X-ray. There
was an interesting angle tu this HEe W he different
nationalities and were able to study cteristic of
each, and also their honesty. We {uund the Scu Lo be the most
honest, the English next, aud {7 R, Pt od.

At first, I stayed at the L H ] y family was
able to join me, which was after schoo! had clesed for the summer.,
We rented the house in E£t. 'Th M1 ¢ wifice at
550 Talbot Street was sold Lo [, Wi n: find a house
for rent in Torcnto so we houg on 3 Road for 512,500,
and settled down to life in Toronio The n wert to school
but they missed their old friends The winter L917-18 turned
out to be a very cold one, Coal was scarc: a hard to buy because
of the war. One day, the coalman who had pronised to deliver coal
to our house failed to apb“]ﬁ, My wife telephuncd me to say that
the coal had not been delivered and the furnace was out, I hurried
home and on my way called uL the coal office, The man said that
he could not deliver until morning. I was given a couple of bags
of coal to take home and with them managed te vf the furnace going
for the night

During the following summer { had a week noliday, so we took
a motor trip back to Bt, Thomas, ugh At i dJrave of about
145 miles, it tock us all day at that tim Wi Lay at Hillcrest
Inn at Port Stanley., It w 50 nic i friends that we
were all homesick, When we rebturned to Tocont it was not like
going home. Except for the Rowland family wh next door to us,
most of our friends lived miles away., [Pinally we decided to return
to St. Thomas and I sent in my resignaticn to Lthe luard, The house
on Walmer Road was sold for what we pald For it ) o8 A. . had not
rented the coffice at 550 Talbot, He =aid, "C will be back™,
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He proved to be right and I bought my share ol Ctlie

same price that I had sold it to him, Dr, A.C, was
finest men I had ever met, We moved bhack fo &t
1918, As Mr, Price could not get anyone to take
I stayed on in Toronto until October,
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When I came home, one of the first things I did, was to at-
tend an indignation meeting of the doctors in regard to the manage-
ment of the Amasa Wood Hospital., Miss Bertha Miller had been super-
intendent for several years., She was capable, but a mild dictator,
Her assistant, Miss Stella Stewart was a very capable, hard working
nurse, They both had been discharged by a much less capable Board,
The woman who was engaged by the Board tc take their place had no
experience in hospital management, In fact, she had not nursed for
ten years, At this meeting, the doctors passed a strong resolution
demanding a new hospital superintendent, Soon afterward Miss Weldon
and her assistant, Miss Lucille Armstrong were engaged. Miss Weldon
was very gracious and pleasant to the public, the patients and the
doctors alike, Miss Armstrong was the very efficient nurse, which
pleased the doctors,

One day, Bert Doherty, who was the City Clerk, came across to
the office from the City Hall and asked me to be a candidate for
alderman for the coming year, This took me by surprise and I re-
fused., When I found out that they wekre trying to get some new men
on the City Council and that Charlie Raven and Frank Lemon would
run if I did, I consented on condition that we change the Hospital
Board to a Commission elected by the people, The election was held
in December and Charlie Raven headed the polls and I came second.

At the first meeting of the new City Council held early in 1919,
Ed Horton was starting his second year as Maycr, The chairmen for
the following committees were chosen as follows: Charles Raven for
Finance, No, 1; J, D, Curtis, Eoard of Works, No. 2; George Sloggett,
Fire Department, No, 3; Frank Brinkman, Board of Health, No, 4;
Colin Walker, Street Railway, No, 5; John Handford, Gas Works, No. 6.
Other aldermen on the Council were Edgar Sanders, Frank Lemon, Angus
Taylor, John Lane and Fred Brooks, Dr, A, D, McKillop was the Medi-
cal Officer of He:lth. I was appointed chairman of a committee to
confer with a similar group from the County Council with the idea
of building a new hospital in £t, Thomas, There was a committee also
appointed to meet the returning =soldiers, composed of Lemon, Sanders,
Raven, Taylor and Curtis,

The Amasa Wood Hospital had been under the management of the
mayor, two aldermen and a doctor., It was not a satisfactory arrange-
ment, because the mayor and aldermen were often changed with each
year. The new Council made a resclution to put the management of
the hospital under a Commissigghelected by the people. The first
members of the new Board were ant, W, R, Coulter and James Bristow.
The following year, E. A, lorton, James Bristow and W, R, Coulter
were elected by the pﬁop__. They, with the mayor managed the hospital
for " many years with great satisfaction to the public,

When I first s*artad practice in &t. Thomas in 1894, Talbot Street
was paved with cedar klocks, Water would get under the bhlocks and
when frost came, tle Ilu ks would heave and the pavement became very
rough, The next type of pavement on Talbot Street was vitrified brick.
Every time a gas pipe, water main or sewer went wrong, the bricks
would have to be taken up, but they were never put back the way they
were before, This and the heaving with the frost made Talbot Street
the roughest main street in Ontario. 1In 1918, the streets, except
Horton and Malakoff, which were still orick, were mostly macadam or
just plain gravel. T%L No. 2 committee (Board of works) decided to
improve the streets and that Talbot Street oe paved with asphalt,
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Ordinarily in such a project, the property owners concerned are
contacted to sign a petition and if two thirds sign the Council

is empowered to proceed. To get two thirds of 'thé. property owners
on Talbot Street to sign a petition would be an endless job., We de-
cided to pass a bylaw by two thirds of the Council instead, We also
called a meeting of the ratepayvers, but only those opposed came to
the meeting, On March 4, 1919, a large number of property owners
from the west end of Talbot Street attended the Council meeting with
a petition asking that Talbot Street from Stanley to Pleasant Street
be paved with macadam. At the following meeting of the Council, in
considering the proposal, some of the aldermen were not in favour

of doing anything to the street, They thought the street was all
right as it was. Others felt sorry for the west end property owners,
Several of us decided to take up a subscription to help them with
their taxes, I gave fifty dollars, I have forgotten the amount
subscribed, but I think it was about a thousand.

The contract for excavating and laying a cement foundation was
let to the Ponsford Construction Company and the laying of the as-
phalt to the Asphalt Company. When the Ponsford firm began the ex-
cavations in the west end of Talbot Street an injunction was issued
against them and the work had to stop. The men then moved their
equipment to the east end of Talbot, opposite First Avenue. One
morning, Stan Gilbert of the Canadian Iron Foundry called me to come
and look at the excavation at the Woodworth Avenue intersection of
Talbot Street, just opposite the foundry. It looked like a deep
ditch. I went to the City Engineer, Mr, Ferguson and told him that
it did not look right. He said that he took his elevation from the
sidewalk, I told him that we were building a street and were not
interested in the sidewalk., The next day we received his resignation.
Mr, James Bell was appointed in his place until December 1919, when
Mr. Warren Miller was appointed City Engineer with Mr, Bell as con-
sultant for one year. When Mr, Bell came on the job, he ordered the
excavation to be filled eleven inches,

When the excavating hagd been completed as far as Balaclava
Street and the cement mixer installed in place, those in charge of
the cement mixing were told that they could not use city water, be-
cause the reservoir was low, This was a severe blow to us because
the work would then have to be postponed until Spring. An idea
came to me that we might be able to get water from Kettle Creek
with the use of a large flusher truck which had been purchased to
flush the dirt off Taloot Street, I started out to hunt for water,
In coming past the pork factory on Gravel Rcoad just before coming
to the C, and 0, tracks, Bill Moody asked me what I was looking for.
I said "Water"., He replied, "You can haveall you want here". So
we had the flusher sent to haul the water for the cement mixer.

Another problem which we had, was in connection with the street
car rails, At that time, the street railway ran from Pleasant Street
to First Avenue on the Talbot Street section. This was before motor
bus transport had begun, In paving Talbot Street, we had to install
new tracks, After fcur years of war, countries were short of almost
everything and rails were scarce. We placed our order for rails from
a factory in Ohio but they could not deliver. We had to have rails
trucked from the factory to Erie, Pennsylvania, then placed on a boat
to Port Stanley and thence trucked to St. Thomas.
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By the time the asphalt had been laid in the east end of
Talbot, the injurcticon against the west end had been defeated and
the work of paving in that part was able to proceed, Of course,
as we went along, all sewer, gas and water connections had to be
carefully examined and renewed if necessary. When snow began to
fall in November, of course the work had to stop., It had been car-
ried as far as the Post Office, to be completed the following year,

In the December civic elections, there were sevaral changes
in the City Council, Frank Brinkman was the Mayor. The following
were appcinted chairmen of their respective committees - Charlie
Raven, No. 1, Finance; J, D, Curtis, No, 2, Board of Works; George
Hill, No. 3, Fire Dep't.; Charles Butler, No. 4, Board of Health;
Colin Walker, No, 5, Street Railway; Frank Lemon, No, 6, Gas Works,
Angus Taylor was chairman for the Reception committee., Other
aldermen were Bill MclIntyre, Matt Penhale, Pat Meehan and Bob
Middleton,

During the next few years, asphalt pavements were laid on
several streets, but all were by petition., Among them were Metcalf,
Rosebery Place, Gladstone Ave., White Street as far as the tracks,
Hiawatha Street, St, Catharine and Rains. There were also many
streets laid in macadam, In all the new streets, storm sewers were
installed when they were in the plan,

The Council of 1221 was pretty much the same as the one of the
year before, In 1922, there were several changes. Charlie Raven
was elected Mayor. Bill MclIntyre was chairman of No, 1 committee
and Bill Stokes, chairman of No, 3 committee, The Council of 1923
had Charlie Raven as Mayor again with Curtis, Lencn, Butler,
McIntyre, Meelan, Jagoe, Eloggett, Brinkmaa and A, A. Sutherland
on the Council,

By this time, after five yecars of strenucus work on the Council,
I felt that I had done my duty as a citizea of St. Thomas, so I did
not run in the 1924 elections, I would like to pay a trihbute to
the splendicé fellows with whom I was associated in the Council, Of
special mention were Charlie Raven, Frank Lemoa, Bill McIntyre,
Charlie Butler, Colin walker, George Sloggett and several others.

Now, to come hack to the hospital guestion, In the 1919 Council,
I had been appointed chairman cf a committee whose responsibility was
in connection with the building of a new hospital for St, Thomas,
The other members were E. A, Horton, Charles Butler, William McIntyre,
Frank Lemon and Matt Fenhale, Wwe hoped to get the County to join the
city in the projsct, We had obtained letters patent with Judge Er-
matinger and Judge Colter as Governors, Ed Horton and a few others
and I went out 1into the county to talk to the farmers about the scheme.
A deputation als> waited on the County Council when it was in
session., At this meelting, EJ Horton, Charlie Butler and I all gave
short talks advocating a new hospital and Bill Mclintyre, when called
upon, said that he did not come to give a speech but to lend respec-
taocility to the delegation., At aay rate, when the vote was taken
at the time of the county elections, the reply was almost unanimously
"No", I called a meeting of the temgorary directors, Judge Ermatinger
and Judge Colter, told them that the hospital scheme was off and they
seemed disappointed,
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A short time afterwards however, Bert Doherty, who was not
only the City Clerk but City Solicitor as well, came over to my
office and suggested that St, Thomas Build a hospital of its own.
This brought me from a state of disappointment to one of hope and
enthusiasm, Good old Bert. So in 1920, the hospital scheme was
undertaken again., After the necessary legal guestions were taken
care of, I suggested at a Council meeting, that we ask the city
for $50,000. Fat Meehan suggested $100,000. 1I said that we would
like that amount, if the city would give us that much., So we asked
for a bylaw to vote for $100,000, to build the new hospital, The
next day, two of the aldermen had a laugh on how Pat put it over
Curtis, Pat thought the city might vote for $50,000 but not for
$100,000,

The vote for the bylaw was set for a certain date. We put on
an intensive campaign. Our forces were well organized. Nothing
was said in public, until about four days before the voting, When
the day came, we had cars at every 'polling station arranged very
guietly., The bylaw was carried two to one.

It was decided to build the new hospital on the north side of
the Amasa Wood. At that time, we did not know of a hospital archi-
tect, so Mr, Neil Darrach was engaged as architect and Charlie
Raven and I made trips to other hospitals in Detroit, Toronto and
London to gather ideas. Miss Lucille Armstrong was a great help
to us in deciding on certain plans, The masonry contract was given
to the Ponsford Construction Ceo., with the building to be fireproof
and the floors and stairs all iron and cement. The estimated cost
was $200,000, so $100,7000 had to be raised by donations and other
means, There were many cenerous donors to the building fund, and
the women of the city were wonderful in raising money to further
the project with teas, bazaars and other means. The Women's Hos-
pital Aid was very active in this respect.

In 1923, the building of the new hospital was finally under
way. Charlie Raven and I jointly turned the first sod. The name
Memorial Hospital was chosen, to commemorate the brave soldiers
who had fought and died in the First World War. Outside, in front,
is the bronze statue of a soldier on a pedestal, As you enter the
hall, at the far end, are beautiful stained glass memorial windows,
depicting Sir Galahad and the Holy Grail. On a table before the
windows, a Book of Remembrance, enclosed in a glass case, is in-
scribed with the names of those who were killed in battle or died
of disease., The windows and the Book of Remembrance were given by
the Women's Hospital Aid.

When the St, Thomas-Elgin General Hospital was built in 1954,
in another part of town, the Memorial Hospital was converted into
a chronic unit of the new hospital. It had served for about 30
years as a general hospital,
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About 1923, a military officer called at my office and asked

if I would accept the position of medical officer for the local

returned men., I told him that there were other doctors who had

seen longer service than I and named Dr, Alex Turner as one, The

man replied that his orders were that I was the doctor to be ap-

pointed, so I accepted, My duties were to care for all returned

men whose disability was due to war service. Since I was given a

good monthly salary, I cared for the returned men regardless of

the cause of their disabilities. I was also required to accompany

the patient to London for a review of his case or to apply for a

pension, When the war was over, the soldiers were so anxious to

return home that they did not mention any disability due to the

war, on their departure, As a result, we were able to get pensions

for many of them. I continued in this position for about ten years,

when on reaching the age limit, I retired.

When the war was over, the returned soldiers formed an organ-
ization called the Great War Veterans' Association, For some rea-
son, after many bitter arguments, the organization broke up. In
1926, a new group was formed called the Canadian Legion. One day
in October, a deputation called at my office and announced that
they were forming a branch of the Canadian Legion in St, Thomas
and asked me to be their first president. I told them that if they
thought that I could be of use, I would be proud to accept the po-
sition, if elected. The election of officers was held and I was el-
ected president and twelve other men were appointed on the executive,
These were Harold Becker, Walter Barrett, Sid Chamberlain, Ian
Cameron, Bert Ellis, Douc Gerrard, George Haines, Cal Palmer,

A, K, Mair, Cordon Richardson, Ray Roulston and Charlie Watling,

All meetings were conducted in strict order, No member could

speak twice during a discussion without the permission of the pre-
sident or chair, The members of the executive were a very fine lot
of men. It was not long before the branch contained almost all the
returned men of St. Thomas. They became very popular and were

said to be one of the best branches of the Canadian Legion in Canada.
They did a great service for the returned men of St, Thomas and
district., I was president for four years, when I resigned to be fol-
lowed by others, who very capably filled the office,

The St. Thomas and Elgin County Medical Association had been
founded on April 8, 1899, 1I was one of the charter members and had
served as president of the organization in 1905 and 1941 and 1942,
On April 6, 1949, when the Association had been 50 years in exis-
tence, a banquet was held at the Grand Central Hotel, As I was the
only survivor of the original charter members, I was the guest of
honour at this gathering., The members presented me with an honorary
life membership and an illuminated scroll which had been prepared by
my daughter, Carolyn. Later, I had the honour of being made a life
member of the Ontarioc Medical Association, This was in May of the
same year.

Another organization in which I had been active was the St.
Thomas Golf and Country Club, having been a member since it was first
started at the east end of Talbot Street to the present, I served as
president in the years 19 and 19 , The St, Thomas Chamber of Com-
merce was another organization to which I belonged, serving as presi-

dent in 1925,
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