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The American College of Surgeons was havinq ~ ~onvention in 
London , England in July 191 4. As r '.Jas rna:<. . n.;, su~gc. 1- my spec ial 
interest in my profession, I dccidLC1 to atb .. nd tl1.1.s convent i on . 
It was open to anyone interested . My wife and I se t sai l on the 
s. s . Canada for England. There we r e the usuul e: t e r ta inments on board; 
the weather was fine; no one became seasick. \ie laf\Jed at Liverpool 
and took the train for London . It was the f ir st t i me I had been in 
England and I had the feeling of oe i ng i n t11e home of my ance stors . 
On arriving at Euston Stat io n , we took a cab fc.- ... the Thackeray Hote l 
opposite the British Museum. After visitins the To\oJe r of London , 
St . Paul's Cathedral , Buckingham Pal ace, the Parl i ament Build ings , 
the Horse Guards , the various park s a n d other places of interest, I 
attended the convention. \ve visited many c.f the lospitals which I 
had heard of for years, such as University IIosp~tal; st. Mary's, 
Guy's; St . Peter's; St. Thomas across the Thames and others . We saw 
operations done by English surgeons whose text Jooks we had read. In 
the evening, famous doctors gave talks on v~ riou3 subjects pertaining 
to disease. It was all very interes ting • 

• 
Towards the end of J uly , angry talk wa~ e.:cl.anged between Ger many 

and Austr ia. Befor e leaving London to go to Devonshire, the horne 
of my father's people, I went to Cook 's a nd onca red fifty dollars in 
gold. When I asked at the hotel desk for my bill the clerk, a red­
haired woman, demanded gold. I told her th~t I \oJOu ld pay in cheques 
or nothing else . In reply, s he said that s he \oJOulJ not give me any 
change which amounted to about seven dollar s , but that she would send 
it later, which she did. 

On· August 1st , we took the train for Holsv;orlhy, Devon. We passed 
through Reading, which I \·:as to vi sit at a late <:..ate . w11en we carne 
to Exeter, we had two or three hours to \<Ja~ t fu_ cne train to take us 
to Holsworthy. This gave u s a c ha nce to visic ~,cter Cathedral . This 
was a very old and interesting c h urch. In the evening, we finally 
arrived in Holsworthy and went to the Stanhope hot~l. For our supper 
we had ~ a special treat of DevonshJ.re cream.- I n tht: morn ing, we visited 
the cemetery. We found head stones with the names of Wicke tt , Penhale , 
Millman but no Curtis. After we reached h ome, we found that the Curt is 
home was at a farm called "New Buildings" outside of Holsworthy. 

The war nerves became worse, so we took the train for Liverpool 
that night. At every station , soldiers were b oarding the train after 
b idding goodbye to their famil i es. An ordet f or general mobilization 
had been issued . War had been de clared. We reached Liverpool ab out 
midnight and were able to book a t a hotel owned b} the railroad . Many 
sailings had been cancelled , the s hips being u sed to transport troops 
to France. After waiting three or four days i n Liverpool, we were 
told that the Teutonic would sail . After we boarded the ship , it lay 
in the harbour for several days while waiting for the warshi ps to 
guide it ac ross the s ubmarine zone. At las t, 0 .1e avening we set sail, 
and do you know , we went so fast to escape the German submarines that 
I b ecame seasick , much to the arnuse;nent of my wife who was immune to 
seasickness. We arrived home in due ti.11e , safe and sound . 
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l1: the r.'leantimf', Canada ad 
ations w~re oeing made. In S • T 
of the c .A.M.C. (Canadian Ar ·_ M __ 
for active s e rvice, but aftLI a f· 
I had been medical officer tur Lh 
and had passed the examinat1u~ s 1 
pointed to take Dr. Gue~t's }lacr -
building just east of our 1f~~co a 
home of Matthew Penhale ar l L t_ 
ing. Here I examined dbout ~~ 
the 25th. Usually, t~e men ~ 
were many amusing inc~dent s. 
were bad. He was very anJry 
to eat the Germans but f1gh t 
and went to the war. Afte1 c 
carne to see me and we had qui·..:: 

The men whom I examined -1er 
been recruited from the :' _-; -h £t.;!• .L 

so when an a ppeal came from E; 01 - ~ 1 

to send in an application to ~oi 
Corps). It was accepted an0 Is~.: 
for England. Jus t oefcre I L f~ 
of 75 , after an illness of s •n~-

The Orduna left Halifc:.:< 
posed of 1, 000 o fficers an~ ~ 
were Dr. Douglas from S_?rinqf'eJ. 
Dr. Brandon f r om Fort ~:illi. 
Exeter and myself . V..'e •·;ere: u 
and two destroyers went ~he~ 
they were not to be seen. \ 
nounced by the blow~ng of ~ 

to our boats. One day the 
a nd made a dash for our ~oat 
However , we soon reali~ea that 1t w~~ 

Day after day, we appear~d ~ 
when suddenly we sa\ tho destroy!r 
came abreast of our ship, t' ?y su 
We were in the subm~r ine ZOl'€ r r 

mans. That night, LVerythir, J ·.~,.., , 
inner rooms where the light __ ul-1 
staying up with our clothes 
siren blows now , 1t will ~e 
similar to the siren bEgan. I.e a l 
that we were rather pale . Ho~\ eve~, 

was from the fan starti~g to ~leu 
sleep shortly after and ~hen I a· 
s aw tha t we were at a dock 1 

1 \ 

T 

ny and p repar­
•as an off i ce r 

_ •. ing recruits 
rseas h i mself . 
eral ye a rs 

n, so was ap-
. its . An old 
r--et: , once the 

lor r e c ruit-
r v own regiment , 

··"? and there 
!:>t.. h lS teeth 

_d not want 
-Fi •· his tee th 
•t rned , he 

~ 10n , which h a d 
~ •t organ ized , 

1 t it my d uty 
_r.y Medica l 
ctober 1915 
::ot the a ge 

• f)Oard, com-
• ... x tors. They 

' 1ndsor; 
2.l.!.y from 

ut. A warship 
t·ext mo rning 
It was an-

~e would r ush 
~ left the tab le 
1 .;;tlng." 

_...~._ l c: dr~ll. 

n t~e ocean , 
.. "hen they 

t: ahead of us . 
ior the Ger ­

•'-'-1-'t fo r the 
t ~ doctors) were 

,~, · I f that 
. .:.shed , a no ise 

I think 
ha c the noise 

d:::-opped to 
.:>rthole and 
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A train was standi:1g no r t 1 c • _ us ~ None of t he 
doctors had been t o London -_ rC•)·I ~ ·- - .. J"" • _. ·' r J1 oJC a rr ived I 
I suggested that we go to t h-:. l'n.J ,.~r.:1y Io t l. _·c. :J tstered t he re 
but they would not give us our n·Jns UHti l , ""y:a'c in advance . In 
the morni ng, the re ~d-haired laa!- : ha' seen t · -~ar "'as at the 
desk . I tol d her that I hud .rec2 ... \ .... u - d C' ·,· .. ... c h she had kep t 
b ack i n August 1914. 

After we had b r eakfast, .re r"'p. rt. t.o ~"\e1d.tc:.tn Med.t.ca l 
headquarter s at the Wa r Office. HerP r ~e n~r •n '~lcne l J o ne s wa s 
in c har ge. He was very insu 1 ~1r~ \ r. L2 I ~a~ there . some women 
came in with a gift of about a h .dr·::-c 1 ')11 :r~ ··or .h of • • •••• , a 
specific for amoebic d iarrhe a ~~ich h ad .t.nL~ct~~ t~e a rmy in Galli­
p oli. Colonel Jones told the wor:Ln tLi ::h._.t d . lOt need the med i­
cine and if they did, the y co~lc 1u~ ito I ~a- .king out with t he 
me dic i ne to return it to the wo:n21 , .,:8 .. :)!".C? ~ J ...... ~or officers 
came a f t e r me and said that .e : 1. • .... t. r ~ to t !.ank the 
lad i es f or their contributio n . 

When we were officially t r a n.::.ferr e d fr o.n thE: .... a .,ad ian Army Medi­
cal Corps t o the British R.A.M.C. , .,..e \\-1 re adva.t-e~ tn.;ugh money t o 
b uy our un i for ms and given ten da)S t~ epo r g chi s per i o d 
I was abl e to show the other doct-:~"' aro~..mc .cn:~.'l. 

I was given orders to r e2or t a~ the Milit~­
shot , a clearing stat ion from wh-re doc ors 
either at home or abroad. h'hil ~ aitir 
t he home of a Church of England reccor, 
family. It was the month of 
floor of the house to sleep. 
only a single grate fire on 
although there were p l enty or 
l ife and did not sleep a l l night. 
me how I had slept. tfuc1 s~ w · ~ · ~ 
never been so cold, sne and he r nu s o~nr; were 
They seemed to think that a "'.:tfl conu r:Jr:l o. 
s ho uld not feel the cold . 

- pital at Alder­
~t to their p o sts , 

, .t. stayed at 
Std.cr a nd h i s 

i".e t h ird 
ts floor and 

• \o,'~ I • CO b ed 1 

~ cold in my 
.rs . Scarr asked 

ee~ a nd had 
cr s urprised. 
tl_ land of s now, 

I n a few days I was sent to 1;i • ·-~ · Cam.J as l e. ical Officer for 
the 1 1th Royal Sussex Regir:le. - · ·:.- . .:.:3. b/ Lotn tne offi-
c e r s and men . I had a small c. a ::-tn t..J t.yse-~ as a grate i n 
t he cabin and my batman saw to 1c t:.at: I ha~.. all t .e ~oal I wanted , 
even if he had to steal it. : had !~ rnaals p ~!!icers at the 
off i cers' mess. They were fr iendly 0n u~h _ ~ lNa : had the feeling 
t ha t I was an outsider, which I was . Euc J.~ ~Vel' IT :>rn1ng , I had s ick 
para de where each patient wa s -1 - ' "'n r:-,.~ _c.i:1t'1 ' or 'Tied icine and 
no duty. If they \<.'ere very SJC'k tre:.· ·~·ere --er.!- hospit3l . When 
the regiment went on a ma rch \Jhi . ~. 0 .1.d b~ ro ou- .. :::>ur or five 
miles, I rode a little ~) l ack l"orsr, ··;hi-:-h we _.:1 t c _ any f a s ter 
than a walk. Ther e was a st. r!."'tcner · ~)e.:tr.J r cc.:p_ ~-:..·!-:.;sed of fo ur men . 
I gave lectures to them on f lrst-ai( dn~ ho~ t~ p L a pat i ent o n a 
stretcher and how to carry hi. .. 1 au~ other t h 1 os. Fte ll~h Roy al 
Sussex was part of the 49th Div isi;r . !n F~1 ru- 1916 e i t he r the 
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whole or par t of the Division wa s sent to Alders.:o for r i f l e p r ac­
t ice. This was a twelve mile march o c1d a misty day . It wa s we ll that 
we had an ambulance i n a tte ndance f o r s e vera_ r:e .. fe ll out . Af t e r we 
r eturned, I was transferred t o Mi tchett Camp as M. O. for a sniping 
company . The office r in charge was a Major Lypto1. We had to wal k 
a quarter of a mile for our mea ls. One morn tng _ · .. as call e d to see a 
man (not a sol dier) who had fa llen into a dc~p dit~h and l a in the r e 
al l n i ght . He was covered from head to foot ~:~1 ~ud . I sent f or 
a n ambul ance which took him to the hospital at Read ing. In a few 
days , he died of pneumonia. An inques~ was ~eld and I wa s calle d as · 
a medica l witness . It was my first exper~en ~e 1n an Engl ish cour t . 
The Cor oner was a very plea s ant man I was ~iven the regular doctor's 
fee for my ser v i ces. 

Afte r t he s n i per s completed the ir t raining, I returned to Alder­
shot. Whi le waiting to be p ost ed, 1 was put on ~u~y at the Military 
hospital in t he vener eal depar t ment. One dav, the chief surgeon , 
Dr. Moon, asked me to assist h i m at an opera~io~ When we fin i s h ed, 
he s aid that he would like me t o b e• on r.1s s~aff. I went to the 
superintendent of the hospital a nd told him 0f Dr. Moon ' s request. 
Thi s seemed to offend him and I was sent to 3orden Camp as M. O. f o r 
the So u th Afri c a ns i nstead . Here I was at home. Th~ only differ ence 
bet ween t he Canadi ans and the South Afr icans was that the latter h ad 
an Engl ish accent . 

The other M.O. with the South Africans ·.ac a Dr. Child , an Eng­
li shma n . Dr . Child and I bough t between us a seco~d hand mo tor b i ke 
wi th a s i de car attached. I n o r der t o sr.art. t:l.e me;tor, we had to 
push the car with a run. As Dr. Ch ld ~as as•~-at~c. I had t o start 
t h e bike and he would ride t he side car One d-~ he padre for the 
South Af r icans asked me to take h1m tc an ol2 cast_e s~tua ted on a 
h ill which was the h i ghe st point i n Su"'sex . I r..olo l'im I would be 
g l ad to b ut s i nce Dr. Chil d was part ~. .. Mner of the mo ... or bike, I 
wished that he would ask Dr. Child. The doctor sa = he woul d b e 
delighted to take the p a d r e . The dlstance was abvLC ten o r t welve 
miles . They started off. After a few ni le s they came to a place 
where some men were mend ing the road with ta- a1 ' Dr. Child r a n i nto 
a barrel of it . They c a rne back very angry ~·Lth ea~h othe r. A few 
days later, the padre a sked me to take him t) ch~s cas tle . I tol d 
h im to get Dr . Child ' s per mi ssion f1r s t which ne d~d , and we set off. 
He rode in the side car wh ich was f astened at the Zront oy a small 
rope fastened to t he bike . The da y was wariCl anJ I was rather sleepy. 
We had gone five o r s ix mile s, when suddenly th~ side car tipped up 
backwards and left the padre ly i ng on his back 0~ the road . I shall 
never forget the expre ssion on his face. lie t houg ~~ that I h a d done 
it on purpose until i t was expla1 ned to hir:1 tha: the rope hol d i ng the 
side car to the mot o r b ike had c ome loose . l:e fcrn~ve me and we reached 
our destination at last but had t o d ra11 the b i "ke .;et\.:een us up t h e 
steep hill t o the ca st:le . The name of the r. an ""·[;.::> owned the castle , 
an immense b uild ing, wa s Phillip-S to.,.,,e. He 'lad rna ac u fortune in 
South Africa and bought t he place wl i :-h 0at er1 !"-ack t :> ilil l i am the Con­
queror. His family was very friend ly and g~ve ~s lunch wi th cide r . 



( 

( 

One day Dr. Child and ! (~ M hat c l -all at: "'lram-
shott lios?ital. \-Jhen ·.;;e ar i\1•r'l, L-. ,~ ...... illu tt::>" net us. He 
said to me "You are just tn-2 ma ', r... ~·1t . " 1te~tone , t he o.c. 
got in t ouch with headquarters a1~ I WdS tran sf2rr~d to Dramshott 
Hospital. It was a hospitaJ.. \'itt'\ 6'">0 ,c_.Cls. 1 ·3:::; Jiven c harge of 
three wards with about 9~ ~cds. ~ :r d ~rect ly from 
the front, aoout five days aftL uein -~~ t 3~ or 40 men 
would arrive at a time, dc:pendinq \JJJ ot Jt:<is that were 
empty . For a few days, v.'C ''ould · _ .... t very ..:acn man had 
his injury X-rayed a~d his ~istory t~·~n. ·~uld ~avo metal of 
some kind imbedded in their J::Jd.l :: \· h ch w~ s . ,..., 1eci u!"!de r a naes-
thesia. The chie f surgeon 3nd I =cr , -~~friends and he l ped 
each other with our operat~ ~ns. 

At the end of Octooer 191S, tPe Erams.ott 
over b y the Canadians and I w~s c.r~n~f~rrec tu 
t al in Aldersho t . I was s~··-·' --~.:. .. ':]. ):: +­
patients i n these two war ds Here r?ct_l cases. 
charge , I was read ing the - r 1, , 

r.ospital wa s t aken 
......... ....:ul•l.or idgc Hospi-

3 and 1 4 . The 
Just oefore taking 

!. ·, 'v'ht..n I 
noticed three or four doctors reJoirg ch~~ 3lsn. ln reading my name , 

e?' I d i d not in-t hey chuckled and said amo.1o tt "" v 
t raduce mysel f. From their taL, f.. qa~l-tererl t.­
a very unhappy experience .d tl- hs n r 
decided to use all my charms (if 1 h~~ any) ~n 
When I r eached the ward and inc. .. ~duce<l mys , 
me. She was a mi dd l e - aged artl'y •. ur;:;"' with a 
in expression . I continued to .,.·~ .1 -=-r t!'l- c.; 
sideration without any appd~ent cff~~w. 
day before and wrote the ti .. e t, . t. 

in the operating room. One thO! II..LI g t ~ uuJ 
t he operating room, I foun r. t 'e ~­
wiped off . w11en I car.le bac"" to tt1~ '' ..11 tt , 
she thought that I was op~r~ting. I ·~pl~ ~~ 
been wiped off . She said ;,oth ir:g -;·1t h~ 
erating room. What s~~ sai- d 
the operat ing r oom never spo~e .o 
when I was leaving, in bidci~g 
be quite human . 

It was at Witley Cump tl1at .... ver~ ...,erL.u.., 
day. A company ( 2 50 :nen) '''o ...- b~...: i:1g i .. .stn ... (: t1.. 
I t hink it was called the cern-coo. 
rifle and with a small charsc c :mld .:>e se.:t, 
ploded on landing . This t i.:',e, the ho·t,) cxplo 
The re sult was terr i 1Jle; ao out rorty r1-n \v'L d:: 

I was on duty then and came 1s ~i.:'.ly as - c 
bulances were called fro::~ F""nrr'-1 !!o-olt3l. 
on the wounded and sent the o. t t.. 
went overseas was that I t~d h~~ 1- ) 
surgeon and in this capac1 c~ hu 
also I had made su~gery ~l pccial 
had been wasted. 

1 \>'as go ing to have 
JL .L 3 dnd 14. I 

l •.:~sant t o her . 
ur..:ely noticed 

~= wh~ch never changed 
.c:Sp-.;ct: and con­
operat ions the 

_ ~-·lackboard 
Lhen I reached 

- '!.un_, had. been 
.tc:-:·, ... rk.cd that 
he names had 

--~·y ·ent to the op-
- ... ad r :-se in 

of che month , 
she .Jcemed to 

L~ ... 1d nt happe ned one 
in t' e; us•:; of a bomb , 

"l.t:.zzle of the 
-i~ty yards , and ex-
s it l~ft the rifle . 
cr ~illed or wounded . 
t ... ~e scene . Am­
e-~~gercy dress ing 
· r£:3son why I 
fl s an t-J1 . c. R. 

ny .!.nJured and 
U.3t. fulness 
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' s ~tp and they h ad 
.l'1.)(•k(!ray i n London, 

g. n _o c ome i n 
tr.:.~Lt for 

I ~ent in my resignation 
a ll the doctors they want~~. 
t he s ame crowd who ca:r1r () r · 
Totten, Racey, Dou<Jluf: <:" 
Liv erpool and boarded the 
days, we set sail and cant, 

}Lu ....... ~ L .... ,Jc L:~y of a few 
.l ,,d <.iyal.I''- The 

sea was rough and we were l'rt~l!'"-. b1 t \·JC rl''rlVC'l ,t last in Montreal . 
Hy wife was there to meet.. ,I I . .J( h 
car and settled down to pick 
everything as I had left 1tM 

11p li1" p ·f!ct l.<" , ~ 

The Workmen's Compen~0tiun Boar l hdd !1Ct 11 

short t ime, with headquartE'l·s H' 1•2 •1ld !' 
Toronto. Sam Price, a lu't' r -··or• :,_. Th( 
was the first pres i dent . M • .11~ 
the R.R.H.A. was on the cl n 
of 1917 , Mr. Mil ler came tc• .St 
Officer for the Board at · ~ 
an honour a nd I accepted. Hv"" r 
doctors on accident victim · d~ 
mates of the duration of th~ disal 
often had the claimant come in 
was an interesting angle tv th ~ .. 
national ities and were abli ~o 

each, and also their honcsLy . We 
honest , the English next, i 1 t 

t l·'1t a Maxwell 

e~·t< ')l ished o n l y a 
r~ool bui ld ing in 

d 1 l ~riend of mine 
u .nt~ pres ident o f 

• 1 1 In March 
',. Lo be a Medical 

'he offer wa s 
1~ r~ports of t h e 

, I l. heir est i­
we 

.-.c.:ty. There 
•ht.! diffe rent 

1 .c ic o f 
o-..: t he most 

At first, I stayed 2~ nily was 
able to join me, which Wi.ls tile s ummer. 
We rented the house ~~ St. ·fice a t 
550 Talbot Streel was sold .o LL. fLn~ a h ouse 
f or rent in Toronto so we bt)Uq n11 l{Ju 1 for: $12 , 500, 
and settled down to 1 i fe .1.n Td ~..: :1 o 1 'Wt..'1 r.. Lu school 
but they missed their old ,- ,. ; -:-nd s 'Lll 1-1 :, turned 
out t o be a very cold one. l 1rd to buy b ecause 
o f the war . One day, t.ltE: coa J rndn wh<) hat~ pr > li ;l ,J l o de 1 iver coal 
to our house fail ed to <lf!.f.ll' lr. ;~.!_, \v i.r'c tt -f. ,,, ~< 1.:! tn~ to say that 
the coal had not been deliv:...r~~d dlld the fu nd· '..i~ out. I h urr i ed 
home and on my way called at the "•hd off'cc. Tit~· •nan s:1 id t hat 
he could not deliver until mornin-:J . 1 wa<; y1.vert a cou,:Jle of bags 
of coal to take hon~e and w1 t:h the;'t InL..tla':J(!•' to T -.t th~ furnace goi ng 
for the night . 

During the following ~atm1nr.r.: 1 h.nl d wt•t k ·~ 
a motor trip b<:~ck to St .. " "),, ;. '1 u h 
145 miles, it took us alJ d"Y ilt tlnt tint· 
Inn at Port Stanley ... It ''u , so n ict 
were al l homesick. ~7hcn w. 
going home. Except for the Ro'" Latli t m i.ly 'v , 
most of our friend s lived mil es .J\1.:ty. rirtall•· .v 
to st. 'l'homas and I sent ir. my re:>ignatiou t. 

r o .1.dav, so we took 
1 J. ._ of about 

<,~ .y< · .:tt Hi l l cres t 
~endb tha t we 

\\'as not l ike 
J 1 11ex:t door to u s, 
J0cidcd to return 

The hou se 
L. 'A.C. had not on Walmer Road wa s sold for whc1' , ·c pu.:d t 

r ented the office at 551) ,, boc. !L ;~i.d, t ,, '\Jill be b ack" • 
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He proved to b e right and I bought my share ot tl1e off ice for the 
s ame price that I h ad sold i t to h i m Dr. A.C \las one of t he 
f inest men I had eve r met. We moved hack to ~t Thomu s in August, 
1918. As Mr. Price could not get anyone t<l t 1h~ my place at f i rst, 
I stayed on in Toront o until Octoher. 
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lfuen I c a me home, one of the f irst thing s I did , was to at­
tend a n i ndignation meet ing of the doctor s in r egard to the manage­
ment of t he Amasa Wood Hospital. Mi ss Berth a Niller had b een super­
intendent for several year s. She was capabl e, bu t a mild dictator. 
He r ass i stant, Miss Stella Stewart was a ver y capable , hard working 
nur se . They both had been discharged b y a much l ess capable Board . 
The woman who was engaged by the Board t o take their p lace had no 
experience in hospital management . I n fact , she had not nur sed for 
ten years . At this meeting, the doc t ors passed a strong resolutio n 
demanding a new hospital superintendent. Soon a f terward Miss We ldon 
and he r ass is tant , Miss Lucille Armstrong were engaged . Miss Weldon 
wa s very g r a c ious and pleasant to the pub lic, the pat i e nts and the 
doctor s alike . Miss Ar mstrong was the very effi c i ent nurse, which 
pleased the doctors . 

One d ay, Bert Doherty, who was t he City Cle rk , came across to 
the off i ce from the City Hal l and asked me to be a candidate for 
alder man for the coming year . Thi s took me by surp ri s e and I re­
fused . When I found out that t hey w~re trying to get s ome new men 
on t he City Council and that Charlie Raven and Frank Lemon woul d 
run if I d id, I consented on cond i t i on that we ch~nge the Ho spital 
Board to a Commission e lected by the people. The election was he ld 
in December a nd Charl ie Raven headed the poll s and I carne second . 

At the first meeting of the new City Counc i l he l d e arly in 1919 , 
Ed Horton was starting his second year as Mayor . The chairmen f or 
t he following committees were chosen as follows : Charle s Raven for 

( F inance, No. 1; J. D. Cur tis , Board of Wor ks , No. 2; Geor ge S loggett , 
F ire Department , No. 3; Frank Brinkman, Board of Health , No . 4; 
Co lin Walker, Street Raih,•ay, No . 5; John Handford , Gas Works , No. 6 . 
Other aldermen on the Council we re Edgar Sander s , Frank Le mon , Angus 
Taylor , John Lane and Fred Brooks. Dr . A. D. McKillop was the Medi ­
cal Officer of Heal~h . I ~as appointed chair man of a co~~ittee to 
c onfer with a similar group from the County Council with t he i dea 
of buil ding a ne\'' r.ospital in Et. Thomas . There \vas a committee also 
appointed to mee t the returning soldiers, composed of Lemon, Sanders , 
Raven, Taylor and Curtis. 

The Amasa ~vood Hospital had been under the management of the 
mayor, two aldermen and a doctor. It was not a satisfactory arra nge­
ment, b ecause the mayor and ;:~ldcrmen were often changed with e ach 
year. The new Council made a resolut i on to put t he management o f 
t he hospital under a Com~issi~n elec t ed by the peo p l e . The first 
members of the new Board \·:crc~ant , ~v . R. Coul t er and James Bri s tow. 
The following year, E . A. Horton, James Br i stow and w. R. Coulte r 
were elected by the people . Tt.ey , wi th the mayor ma naged the hospital 
for many years with great satis!action to the puhl ic . 

When I fir st started practice in St . Thomas in 18 94 , Talbot Street 
was paved with cedar :::locks. h•a tc r would get un<'le r the b locks and 
when fros t came, tl·e })locks would heave and the p~veme n t became v e ry 
r ough. The next type of favcmen t on Talbot Street was v itrified b rick. 
Every time a gas pipo2, wat!::r r.tain o r s ewe r ~t:en t \vrong , the bricks 
wo ul d have to be taken up, but they were neve r put hac k t he way they 
wer e before. This u.:1d the heav ing '.-tith the frost made Talbot Street 
the roughest mai~ street in Ontario . In 1918, the streets, except 
Hor ton and Malakoff , wh~ch were still orick , were mostl y macadam o r 

just plain gravel. The ti-:). 2 committee (Bowrd of ~·vo rks) decided t o 
i mprove t he streets 1~d that Talbot Str~et ~e paved with a sphalt . 
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Ordinarily in such a project , the property owners concerned are 
contacted to sigh a p e tition and if two thirds sign the Council 
is empowered to proceed . To get two t h irds of :the , property owners 
on Talbot Street to sign a p e tition "'ould be an endless job. We de­
cided to pass a bylaw by t wo thirds o f the Council instead. \ve also 
called a meeti ng of the ratepayers, but on l y those opposed came to 
the meeting. On March 4, 1919, a large number of property owners 
from the west end of Talbot Street at t ended the Council meeting with 
a petition asking that Talbot Street from Stanley to Pleasant Street 
be paved wi th macadam. At the follow ing meeting of the Council, in 
considering the proposal, some o f the aldermen were not in favour 
of doing anything to the street. 'rhey thought the street was all 
right as i t was. Others felt sorry for the west end property owners. 
Several o f us deci ded to take up a subscription to help them with 
their taxes . I gave f ifty dollars. I have forgotten the amount 
subscribed, but I t hink it was about a thousand. 

The contract for excavat i ng a nd laying a cement foundation was 
let t o the Ponsford Construction Company and the laying of the as­
phalt t o the Asphalt Compa ny . When the Ponsford firm began the ex­
cavations i n the west end of Talbot Street an in j unction was issued 
against them and the work had to stop. The men then moved their 
equipment to the east end of Talbot, opposit e First Avenue. One 
morning , Stan Gilbert o f the Canadian Iron Foundry called me to come 
and look at the excavation at t he Woodworth Avenue intersection of 
Talbot Street, just opposite the foundr y . It looked like a deep 
ditch . I went to the Cit y Engineer, Mr . Ferguson and told him that 
it did not look rioht . He said that he t ook his elevation fr om the 
sidewalk. 1 told him that we were building a street and were not 
i nterested in the sidewalk. The next day we r eceived his resignation. 
Mr. James Bell was appointed in his place until December 1919, when 
Mr. Warren Miller was appointed City Eng ineer with Mr. Bell as con­
sultant for one year. When Mr. Bell came on the job , h e ordered the 
excavation to b e fill e d eleve n inches. 

When the excavating ha4 been completed as far as Balaclava 
Street and the c ement mixer installed i n place, tho s e in charge of 
the cement mixing we re tol d that they could not use city water, be­
cause the reservoir was low. This was a s ever e b l ow to us because 
the work would then have to h e postpon-ed until Spring . An i dea 
came to me that we might be able to get water from Kettle Creek 
with the use of a large flusher truck which had been purchased to 
fl ush the dirt off Taloot Street. I started out t o hunt for water. 
I n coming past the pork factory on Grave l Road just b efore coming 
to the c. and o. tracks, Bill Moody a sked me wha t I was look ing for. 
I said "Water". He replied, "You can have al l you wan t here". So 
we had the flus he r sent to haul the water for the cement mixer. 

Anot her problem which we had , was in connection with the street 
car rails. At that time, t he street railway ran from Pleasant Stree t 
t o First Avenue on t he Talbot Street section . This was before motor 
bus transport had begun . In paving Ta l bot Street , we had to install 
new tracks. After four ye ars of war, countries were shor~ of almost 
everything and rails were scarce$ We placed our order for rails from 
a factory in Ohio n ut they could not deliver . We had to have rails 
trucked from the fa c tory to Er ie, Pennsylvania , then p laced on a boat 
to Port Stanley a nd t hence trucke d to St. Thomas . 
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By the time the asphalt had been laid in the east e nd of 
Talbot , the injurc tion against the west e nd had been defeated and 
the work of paving in that part was able to proceed . Of course , 
as we went along, all sewer, gas and water con nections had to be 
carefully examined and re newed if necessary. h'hen snow began to 
fall i n Nove:nber, of course the "''ork had t o stop . It had bee n car­
ried a s far as the Post Office, to be completed t he following year. 

I n t he December civic elections, there were several changes 
in t he City Council. Frank Brinkman was the Mayor . The foll owing 
were appointed chairmen of their respective c ommittees - Charlie 
Raven , No. 1, Finance ; J . D. Curti s, No . 2 , Board o f Works; George 
Hill, No. 3, Fire Dep't .; Char les Butler, No . 4 , Board of Health; 
Colin Wa lker, No . 5, Slreet Rai l way; Frank Lemon , No . 6, Gas Works . 
Angus Tay l or was chairman for the Reception commi ttee . Other 
aldermen were Bill Iviclntyre, Natt Penha l e , flat Meehan and Bob 
Middle ton . 

• 
During the next few years, asphalt pavements were la i d on 

several str eets, b ut a ll were hy petition . Amo ng them were Metcal f , 
Rosebery Place, Gladstone Ave. , White Street as fa r as the tracks , 
Hiawatha Street, St . Catharine and Kains . There we re a lso many 
streets laid in macadam. In all the new s treets , storm sewe r s wer e 
insta lled when they were in the plan. 

The Co~ncil of 1921 was pretty much the same as the one o f the 
year before. In 1922, there were several changes . Charlie Raven 
was e l ected Mayor. Bil l l-1cintyre was chairman of No. 1 committee 
and Bill Stokes, chair:nan uf ~o . 3 committee. 'I'he Council of 1923 
had Charlie Raven as Muyor aga i n with Curt is , Lcr..cn, Butle r, 
Mc i ntyre , Neel:an, J~SOt"' , Eloggett , Br inkma.l <w .::l A. A. Sutherland 
on the C:::>u.:1cil. 

By this ti,ne, afi.:.Er fiv~ yeurs of s t ... enuous w,:, r k on the Council , 
I felt that I had done my duty as u citi?:cn of St . Tho:nas , so I did 
not run in the 1924 e lections . I woul d like to pay a tr i~ute to 
the splendid fellO'\.·Js · . .;ith whom I was assoc iated i n the Council. Of 
special mention were Charlie Raven, Frank Lenon , Bill Mcintyre , 
Charlie Butler, Colin i'Val~cr, George E!l Og':!ett .)nd severa l others . 

Now, to come 1')ack to the hospital quest·i on . In the 1919 Council , 
I had been appoint~·'~ chair·~un of a co:runittee :.,~hose r esponsibility was 
in c onnection wi th the 0ullding o f u new hospital f o r St . Thomas . 
The other members wc;re E. A. Horton , Charles Butler , William Mcintyre , 
Frank Lemon and Matt f'enhale. Y-;e hoped to get the County to join the 
city in the project . ~~e hud obtained letters paten t with Judge Er­
matinger and Judge Culter ~s Governors . Ed fiorton and a few others 
and I went out in~o ttG county to tal}: to the f nrmers about the scheme . 
A deputation als::- t.laited on t be Cvunty Council when it was in 
session. At tr.is •:-.e~ ::..ins, Ed Horton, Charlie Butler and I all gave 
short talks advocating a new hospital a.:1d Eill Mc i ntyre , when called 
upon, said that l~c t:::!icl not come to give a speech b ut to lend respec­
tab i lity to the delegation. At any ratct when the vo t e was t aken 
at the tiMe of t!-.s county clecti:::ms , the reply ,"•as a l mo s t unani mously 
"No". I called a ml-'ctins of the t.::m;.orary directors , Judge Ermatinger 
and Judge Cul ter, told t11em that the hospi ta 1 scheme was off and they 
seemed disappointec. 
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A short time afterwards however, Bert Doherty, who was not 
only the City Clerk but City Solicitor as we ll, came over to my 
office and suggested that St . Thomas . uild a hospital o f its own . 
This b r ought me from a state of d i sappointment to one of hope and 
enthusiasm. Good o l d Bert ! So i n 1920 , the hospital scheme was 
undertaken again . After the necessary legal quest i ons were taken 
care of , I suggested at a Council meeting , that we ask the city 
for $50,000 . ~at Meehan suggested $100,000 . I said that we would 
like that amount, if the city woul d give us that much . So we asked 
f or a bylaw to vote for $100 , 000 , to b uild the new hospital. The 
next day , t wo of the aldermen had a laugh on how Pa t put it over 
Curti s . Pat thought the city might vote for $50 , 000 but no t for 
$100 , 000 . 

The vote for the bylaw was set for a certain date. We put on 
an i ntens i ve campaign. Our forces were well or ganized . Nothing 
was said in public, until about four days before the voting . When 
the day came , we had cars at every •polling station arranged very 
quietly. The bylaw was carried two to one . 

I t was decided to build the new hospital on the north side o f 
the Ama sa Wood. At that time , we did not know of a h ospital archi­
tect , so Hr . Neil Darrach was engaged as architect and Charlie 
Raven and I made trips to other hospitals in Detroit , Toronto and 
London to gather ideas . Miss Lucille Armstrong was a great help 
to us in deciding on certain plans . The masonry con tract was given 
t o the Ponsford Construction Co., with the building to be fireproof 
and the floors and stair s all iron and cement. The est i ma ted cost 
was $200 , 000 , so $lOO,noo had to be raised by donations and other 
means. There were many generous do~ors to the building fund, and 
the women of the city were wonderful in raising money to further 
the project with t eas , bazaars and other means . The ~vomen's Hos­
pital Aid was very active in this r espect. 

In 1923, the 0 uilding of the new hospital was fina lly under 
way. Charlie Raven and I jointly t urned the fi r s t sod . The n ame 
Memorial Hospital was chosen, to commemorate the b rave soldiers 
who had fought and d ied in the First ~\orld War. Outside , in f r ont, 
is the bronze statue of a soldier on a pedesta l . As you enter the 
hall , at the far end , are beautiful stained glass memorial windows , 
depicting Sir Galahad and the Holy Grail . On a tab le ~efore the 
windows, a Book of Remembrance, enclosed in a glass case , i s i n ­
scribed with the name s of those who were killed in battle or died 
of disease. The windows and the Book of Remembrance were given by 
the Women ' s Hospital Aid . 

When the St . Thomas- Elgin General Hospital was buil t in 1954 , 
i n another part of town, the H.emor ial Hospital was convert ed into 
a chronic unit of the new hospital. It had served for about 30 
years as a general hospital. 
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About 1923 , a mili tary officer called at my office and asked 
if I would accept t he position o f med i cal officer f o r the l ocal 
returned men . I told him that there were other doc t ors who had 
seen l onge r service than I and named Dr . Alex Turne r as one . The 
man replied that his orders were that I was the doctor to be ap­
pointed, so I accepted. My duties were to care for all returned 
men whose disab ility was due to war service. Since I was given a 
good monthly salary , I cared for t he r e turned men regardless of 
the cause of their d isab ilities . i was also r equired to accompany 
the patient t o London for a r eview o f h is case o r to apply for a 
pens i on . When the war wa s over, the soldiers were so anxious to 
return home that they did not mention any disability due to the 
war, on their departure . As a r esult, we were able to ge t pensions 
for many of them. I continued in this position for about t en year s . 
when on r eaching the age limit, I retired. 

When the war was over, t he returned soldiers formed an organ­
ization called the Gre at War Veterans' Association . For some rea­
son , after many bitte r arguments , ~he o rgan iza tion b rok e up . In 
1926 , a new g r oup was formed called the Canadian Legion. One day 
i n October , a deputation called at my office and announced that 
they were forming a b ranch of the Canadian Legion in St . Thomas 
and asked me to be their first president . I told them that if they 
thought that I could b e of use , I would be proud t o accept the po­
sition, if e lected . The election of officers was he ld and I was el­
ected president and twe l ve other men were appointed on the executive . 
These were Harold Becker , Walter Barrett, Sid Chamberlain, Ian 
Cameron, Bert El lis, Dou~ Gerrard , George Haines, Cal Palmer, 
A. K. Mair, Gordon Richardson , Ray Roul ston and Charlie Watling . 
All meetings were conducted in stric t or der . No member c ould 
speak twice during a d iscuss i on without the permiss i on of the p r e­
sident or chair . The members of the executive were a very fine l o t 
of men. I t was not long before t he b r anch contained almost all the 
r eturned men of St . Thomas . They became ve r y popular and were 
said t o b e one of the best b ranche s of the Canadian Legion in Canada . 
They did a gr eat service for the r eturned men of st . Thomas and 
district. I was president for four years, when I r esi g ned t o be fol~ 
lowed by others , who very capably filled the office . 

The st . Thomas and Elgin County Medical Association had been 
founded on Apri l 8 , 1899 . I was one of t he charte r membe rs and had 
served as president of the o r gani zat i on in 1905 and 1 941 and 1 942 . 
On April 6 , 1949, when the Assoc ia t i on h ad been 50 years in exis­
tence , a banquet was held at the Grand Centr al Hotel . As I was the 
only survivor of the or i ginal charter members , I was the guest o f 
honour at this gather ing . The members pr esented me with an honorary 
life membership and a n illuminated scroll which h ad been prepared by 
my daughter, Carolyn. Later, I had the honour of b e ing made a life 
member of the Ontario Medical Association. This was in May of the 
same year . 

Another or ganization in which I had been active was the St. 
Thomas Golf and Country Club , havi ng been a member since it was first 
s tarted at the east end of Talbo t Street t o t he p rese nt . I served as 
president in t he years 1 9 and 19 • The St . Thomas Ch~er of Co~­
merce was another organization to which I bel onged , serv1ng as pres1-
dent in 1 925 . 


	291
	292
	293
	294
	295
	296
	297
	298
	299
	300
	301
	302
	303

